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Happy Post-Valentine’s Day!  I had intended to send everyone a valentine card, reminding us all of some of the rituals at Wheaton to celebrate love.  We had candy grams you could purchase for delivery to a special friend. Hearts from Cakes by Judy.  The Campus Shop always burst its seams with Valentine cards and treats. And I always remember walking into the parlor of whatever dorm I lived in on Valentine’s Day to see bouquet after bouquet of flowers, often red roses.  Sometimes a bellhop would take special care to announce throughout the dorm that a beloved someone had a special delivery. 

Living in Everett our final semester, I seem to recall an abundance of bouquets, many unclaimed for most of the day, a few remaining in their glass vases underneath the mailboxes on the wall until the next morning. The beginning of second semester senior year felt categorically different to me.  Folks wore the anxiety of the future on their sleeves, and those abandoned bouquets on Valentine’s Day represented those concerns. 

In the mix of folks finishing up applications to graduate school, commuting to internships, and working on senior projects and honors thesis, this week in history 

the Class of 1986 gathered for its Senior Class/Alumnae Association dinner in Emerson dining hall. The dinner topped off a special “76-86 Connection” day in which alumnae from the class of 1976 networked and advised members of our class about their concerns of entering the job market and life beyond the Dimple.

The dinner also resonated with a particular energetic buzz.  This night we would learn who would be our graduation speaker at Wheaton’s 151st Commencement on Friday, May 21, 1986.  As we finished the main course and moved onto dessert, President Emerson took to the podium to announce that Gloria Steinem had accepted the College’s invitation to speak.  Cries of elation and gasps of disgust and everything in between lifted to the ceilings in Emerson.  

Next all four of our class officers, President Bridget Snell, Vice-President Holly Martin, Treasurer Dale Patterson, and Secretary Heather Corbett, each took a turn at the podium to introduce us further to Steinem’s remarkable ascent to being one of the most recognized voices of the second wave of the women’s movement.  

Steinem, a 1956 graduate of Smith College, co-founded the now venerable Ms. magazine, still in publication today. The publication of Ms. set the stage for a continuous wave of additional publications that report on the significant issues women face in the work place, home fronts, college campuses, and world stage as an antidote to a mass culture that promotes women mostly as objects of others’ desires. 

Reporting on announcement of Steinem as the graduation speaker this week in history, the Wheaton Wire quoted her thoughts on the feminist movement, “In the long term, I can think of no movement that has more to offer.” Ironically, the Wire never used the word feminist to describe perhaps one of the most well-known leaders of one of the significant social movements of the 20th century.  

We’ve now lived twenty-five years of the long term Steinem so often addressed then, learning to balance work and marriage, careers and child-rearing.  Some of us are doing this now as single parents or with same-sex partners.  So as we round the corner toward our 25th Reunion in May, I hope you’ll make plans to return to Wheaton for its 176th Commencement.  I live now with a more profound sense of the global stage, and yet I know that our daily concerns are worth sharing with each other. We, Wheaton women, are worth sharing our remarkable long terms with each other, proving what we quoted from Gloria Steinem on the front page of the Wire, twenty-five years ago this week, “We can all be allies.”
