This Week In Class of ’86 History – April 13, 2011
By Sandra Yannone

In late 20th century Wheaton history our class remains one of those most remembered for our involvement on campus, well before public and community service became all the rage at college campuses across the nation.  

Our first opportunity to stretch our legs and run was mid-September, 1982. We ran for class offices and first-year representatives to the SGA Senate and Judicial Board, and we ran in unprecedented numbers.  For one willy-nilly week, we met each other by signing candidates’ petitions, and every conceivable campus surface was plastered with the names and slogans that would make our class’ presence known immediately and memorably. 
I took the advice of my assistant head resident, Mary Hoch, and pulled my first college all-nighter taping campaign flyers into bathroom stalls in all the dorms.  I had a strategy to hit old campus first, so I could have folks let me in.  Then I moved onto Clark, McIntyre, and Young, where I’d have the benefit of the connecting tunnels, and finally, I finished up at home base, the Meadows complex, where I knew I could rely on someone being up in each parlor.  
I remember meeting classmates I’d come to respect and admire out on that magical evening campaign trail. I met Roni Jacobson and Noreen O’Doherty in Stanton at Roni’s poster-making party.  I met Mary Psychoghios and some of her pals in Emerson, one of the hardest dorms to get into.  I ran into Karyn Wheeler in Chapin.  I met the gals in the infamous triples in Kilham and Metcalf.  It’s not inconceivable that I first met you because I had a mission to meet as many classmates as possible and live true to my campaign slogan, “Don’t Be Unknown, Vote Yannone.” Finding a compelling rhyme may have been the most challenging part of my campaign.
Later that week at Candidates’ Night in the Loft, we gathered to hear at least forty of our classmates give their stump speeches for seven positions. The evening ran well past midnight.  The SGA Election Committee had seen nothing like this before and, dare I say, since.  Each candidate had to provide a detailed list of campaign expenses, which were not to exceed fifteen dollars. Today, social media would make name recognition instantaneous, but keep in mind, we were running in the days and nights before email, Facebook, and YouTube!
That week in September 1982, our runs revealed a key identity marker for our class that continued throughout our time at Wheaton. The following spring our class ran and won numerous seats on both the SGA and SU Executive Boards, again in unprecedented numbers.  We flocked to fill dorm positions, campus committees, and clubs.  

In March 1986, SGA Vice President and Election Committee Co-Chair Maureen McGee opened the campaign season under the slogan, Meet the Challenge.  The narrative described perfectly what many of our classmates achieved at Wheaton:
“Assuming a position of responsibility is time consuming, hectic, and often frustrating.  On the other hand, is also selfless, self-fulfilling, and necessary. There must be those who are willing to make the decisions…and take responsibility for them. There must be those who have a desire to initiate change… and work towards it in a constructive direction. There must be those who are willing to confront opposition… and earn a leadership position at Wheaton.” 

This week in Class of ’86 History marks the end of a remarkable run.  For the first time in four years, ballots on election day held no names of members of the Class of ’86.  Our remarkable run at contributing to every conceivable aspect of student life at Wheaton had run its course, a poignant reminder that we were just weeks away from meeting the challenge of graduating and transferring our energy and skills to new ventures as the newest class of Wheaton alumnae. 

Twenty-five years later we continue to meet all the challenges that life has to offer: births, deaths, career changes, graduate school, graduations, and promotions. We’ve had members of our class continue to contribute significantly to their communities, including the Wheaton community.  Our class officers and fund agents challenge us annually to remain true to our class spirit.  Will we meet the challenge of returning to Wheaton in unprecedented numbers next month for our milestone 25th Reunion to celebrate our class’ run at Wheaton and celebrate together all that we have become?  I invite you to not be unknown, please run to Wheaton on May 20-22nd. 
