This Holiday Season in Class of ’86 History
By Sandy Yannone

Secret Santa, Christmas Vespers, visits to the LaSalette Shrine in Attleboro, a flask of peppermint schnapps, holiday hymns playing on the carillon during finals week… these are just a few of the things you may have experienced during the holidays at Wheaton.
Liz Reynolds wrote to remind me of the time she and some of our pals papered the doors of all the Student Life staff to create a festive atmosphere for their offices, festive because they couldn’t get in!

I’ve taken stock of sophomore year when I managed to find a Santa suit and dressed up for a Student Government Association gathering at Dean Niki Janus’s house, Hollyhock. 

Marion Tolley wrote to share how she sang every year in the Christmas Vespers, and every time she hears one of the songs from those four years, she is cast right back to standing in the Chapel surrounded by the other choral members.
Kim Cotter Molski shared this wonderful reflection: “In Dec. 1985, I was finishing up my student teaching at Willett School in Attleboro.  I received gifts from many of the third graders I had taught. This past Sunday, as I decorated my Christmas tree with my three children, I told them the stories of the many ornaments on our tree, including an ornament from a little girl in my student teaching class from Dec. 1985.” 
And speaking of December 1985, on December 13th the third issue of The Wheaton Wire ran Susan Haigh’s feature on “Holiday Traditions at Wheaton.”  Through the 1920s Wheaton hosted holiday parties in every dormitory with a 10-cent gift for each student, and on the Saturday before vacation, the first-year students would decorate Everett Dining Room and the Chapel with fresh evergreens in preparation for a formal turkey banquet.  Susan reported that over the years, “the college presidents were known to tell Christmas stories, many of which they had written themselves.”

In 1916 a custom of cutting a live tree and having the seniors choose location on campus where the tree would stand and the classes would gather to sing Christmas carols began.  In 1929 the tradition of cutting a live tree ended when an evergreen planted in 1927 was strong enough to withstand decorations and the lights’ wires. That evergreen stood tall and decorated during the season in front of the Chapel throughout our four years at Wheaton until 1990 when life necessitated that it be replaced. 
During this season I am reminded of the gift of friends, from near and far and through the years that I can never replace, particularly all you wonderful women from Wheaton.  I wish you good tidings and cheer during this season however you celebrate the light.  And my best to you in 2011, with hopes that the new year will bring you to Wheaton in May, if not in person, certainly in the magnificent spirit that you offered to help to create our great class of 1986.
