This Week in Class of ’86 History

By Sandy Yannone

The largest class in Wheaton’s history stormed the campus for Orientation Week.  I remember Monday, September 6, 1982 vividly, a sweltering Labor Day of laboring to move into the dorms.  Liz Reynolds and I lived on the fourth floor of Meadows East, so we had quite a hike with our belongings up four flights of stairs that day! I also remember walking through the Student Activities building and seeing the bowling alley tucked in the back.  I regret to say I never played during my four years, and now that alley is also just a memory of the campus.

The adrenalin rush of starting a new life at college and meeting so many new faces was exhilarating and exhausting for me, so if you were anything like me, I imagine that you were plenty tired that first evening. In fact, I remember our dorm staff strongly encouraging us with an almost military-like tone to go to bed and get some sleep so we’d be well rested for the big days ahead of us.  Night poured through the large pane of glass in our modern dorm room, and I was grateful to plunk down into my new bed, lights out to dreamland on the first night for the Class of ’86.
Little did I know that the dorm staff’s helpful hint was a smoke screen. Liz and I awoke to pounding and cat-calling outside our door.  We shuffled down to the lobby of Meadows East with our fellow residents and marched out barefoot, pajama-clad into the summer night.  Our travels led us to Security at the far corner of the campus, where once we arrived, we participated in a psycho-drama where I was informed that I’d been reported to Security for stealing.  After the joke was up, we romped back to the dorm for some Honey Dew donuts in the lobby. Liz and I had German chocolate cake, too, in our dorm room which would become our ritual on the first night each year (we were one of those rare pairs of folks that stayed together for four years!).

On Tuesday most of us took to the wall, literally. Our class participated in a new program, Wheaton Bound, the brain child of Recreation Coordinator, Betsy Terry, that had us working together on Wheaton’s new challenge course. We did trust falls; we walked tightropes; and we scaled walls. 
On Wednesday, September 8th at 4:00pm, the bells rang from the Chapel, and we congregated for our first Convocation with students, faculty, and staff. Welcoming us into the Wheaton family were William Budd, Acting President; Darlene Boroviak, Dean of Students; and Kingsley Moore, SGA President. 

Other highlights of the week included a lecture by Sarah Weddington, a member of the Carter Administration, and one of the key attorneys in the landmark Roe v. Wade case that legalized a woman’s right to choose; a student leadership panel; a screening of “My Brilliant Career;” and a student activities fair all set an intention for our class to become known as one of the most active  and beloved classes in Wheaton’s history.

Our first week came to a prophetic conclusion on Saturday, September 11th, two days before our first classes. We joined the rest of the campus and guests (The Wheaton News reported 1,600 in attendance) for an evening barbeque and a concert under the stars on Chapel Field with Jonathan Edwards and Cheryl Wheeler.  Midway through Jonathan’s set, a shooting star raced across the sky above us, a celestial metaphor, perhaps, for how our class almost immediately engaged itself fully with the campus culture. 
We’d face many challenges those first few weeks, navigating the campus, adjusting to campus food, negotiating with roommates (particularly if you were living in a triple in Kilham or Metcalf!), and meeting the demands of classes and professors’ expectations. But when I look back, I have a fondness for that time and those young women who came together, committed to idea of building community together in varied ways for the next four years.

You can continue to make history where we began those fall days in 1982 by joining us for our 25th Reunion.  Stay tuned for weekly renderings of the events that shaped our lives during our senior year, and feel free to share your reflections, memories, and thoughts as we shoot toward May, 2011!  Thanks for reading!
Be sure to check out our class Facebook and web pages for up-to-the-minute Reunion news and chatter!

Web: wheatoncollege.edu/alumnaei/communities/, then click on "class and club pages."

Facebook: Wheaton College (MA) Class of 1986

